McDonald and Miller Keep Cool In Heat at Crail.
Submitted by Iain Miller (Jnr)
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We departed Aberdeen at 5am on Saturday 2nd July 11 for The Summer Stages Rally 2011. Iain Miller Jnr and Gary McDonald`s Second rally together. We arrived just after 7am and unloaded the car and went straight to noise check which we passed no problem so then on to scrutineering. I think we must have got a newly qualified one as he was over the car with a fine tooth comb but after about twenty minutes we passed so signed on and went back to the service area which was laid out and we were ready to go. 

Stage 1 was a very technical stage with lots of tight chicanes so before the stage we talked over the notes and decided to just drive the stage as we see it. It started off ok but as we tried to negotiate one of the chicanes I found out the handbrake did not work so had to grab reverse we must have lost a couple of seconds. For the rest of the stage we could not use it but made it to the end of the stage in one piece. Back at service the crew had a look at it but could not sort it so we just had to drive the rest of the event with no handbrake.

SS2 Was a repeat so we knew what to expect and I also felt more confident so pushed a bit harder and took over 36s off our time. Back at service there were no other issues so we just let everything to cool down and talk over the next stage.

SS3 Was a slightly more flowing stage with less chicanes so suited the car a bit better although we had a slight issue with the car jumping out of gear though certain fast corners. I think the gearbox mount was moving about over the bumps but we still made it to the end of the stage were we found out we had moved up to 3rd in class.

SS4 Was a repeat of the previous stage so we push a bit harder still and because we knew where it was jumping out of gear Gary held it in. We managed to be 1 second faster so were happy.

Lunch Break Time to relax and refuel the crew. The morning stages had been bright and sunny and very warm and this continued for the afternoon loop.

SS5 was another flowing stage. So we were looking forward to it. However we almost never made the start because while waiting at the arrival control Car no 26 who was already on stage arrived at the second last corner and his wheel fell off!!! Missing our bonnet by about a foot. After that minor scare we took a deep breath and started the stage it was going well until we got to the hairpin when we were slowed down as the car of Kev Dunn and Sarah Hunter Rolled out of the event. Fortunately both were all right. This moved us up to 2nd in the class.

SS6 Was a repeat of SS5 as we were more than 3 minutes behind 1st and 3 minutes ahead of 3rd we decided to just get to the finish which we did to record our second podium in a row. Roll on November.

We would like to thank Ian Miller (Snr) for towing and helping with service also to Alan Miller for service. Also to Alan Wallace for allowing us to park next to him and also his kind offer of assistance if we needed it.

Also congratulations to all the ADMC crews who all finished. Special congratulations to Alistair Inglis and son Greg, who finished 3rd Overall, and that it was Greg’s first time out on any rally co-driving for dad. Special congratulations also to Neil Coalter and David Coutts for finishing 9th overall in David’s first event.

