McDONALD GUIDES MILLER Jnr TO CLASS PODIUM IN TESTING CONDITIONS 
We departed Aberdeen at 0430 Hrs on Sat 23rd April for the D&W Builders Stages Rally.  Iain Miller Jnr was heading to Ingliston for only the 2nd rally of his career and would be Co-Driven by Gary McDonald in the Pug 106.  We arrived at Rally HQ 0700 Hrs to be signed on and sailed through scruitineering with no problems at all.  We returned to our service area which was all set up and ready for action. The weather was sunny but damp an hour before our start time; all was relaxed prior to the start while Gary and Iain checked the maps and discussed the notes in detail as this was Iain’s first visit to Ingliston.
SS1; Off the 106 went into a nice 700m straight to get the speed up before coming to a tight HPL.  Iain just felt his way through the stage and tried to get used to the conditions and the venue.  The crew returned to service with no problems to report 

SS2; A repeat of SS1 so Iain and Gary knew what to expect and pushed a bit harder to clock a faster time than they posted on SS1, which was the plan .

SS3; A slight change in the route to a more technical and twisty stage. This was to prove a test for Iain as he had to listen closely to the notes which came quick and fast; he adapted well with no problems 

SS4; A repeat of SS3 and as Iain & Gary were all set to head into SS4 the rain started to come down.  Sitting at arrival, with dry weather tyres and the rain coming down like there was no tomorrow the plan was just to get through this stage in one piece and get back to service for the lunch break. Iain drove a very sensible stage, adapted to the conditions and controlled the car well. 

Lunch break. Time to top up our tanks with some much needed salad rolls, to keep at our peak for the final loop of stages.

Ok the last loop of stages is true; the salad rolls are up for debate ( 
SS5 & SS6 was going to be a test for Iain & Gary after 2 hours of non stop rain prior to the re-start. There was standing water from the word GO, The Wee Pug was aqua planning from the 1st corner till the last but again it was a very controlled drive by Iain.  Gary was busy calling the notes while writing down amendments for the next run; plenty of standing water and pot holes appearing a almost every bend. A very busy stage in the car but the Pug returned to service in one piece and did so again after SS6.

OK, six down and the final two to go.  As with all stages on Single Venue Rallies, 1 & 2 are the same, 3 & 4 are the same, so 7 & 8 would be the same.  Or would they?  Not only were the stages laid out differently, there was the weather to take into account.  Would there be as much standing water at the new corners?  How would the wee Pug handle over the jumps and bumps which were included?  Although the rain had stopped, would it start again as quickly as it did last time?   Oooh, too many questions.  A final spanner check and it was time to get in the car and see what developed.  Whatever the stage conditions turned out to be, they’d be the same for everyone.
SS7 & SS8 were a mixture of fast and twisty sections with a few jumps thrown in for good measure. Iain and Gary blasted off into the stage to find there were a number of cars off the road due to the now torrential rain coming and the greasy conditions, It was clear that the stages would be very testing after they passed 6 cars off the road in the 1st mile, They had their own moment that could easily have ended their day in tears.  They came through a fast right in 3rd gear, hit standing water and became passengers in the 106, “As we started to spin we saw a Subaru that was off the road showing the ok board”, said Iain.  “But the Impreza was getting closer and closer with each 360 the 106”.Iain shouted, “Oh my, I think we might hit that nice Subaru“.  Well, that’s what it translated to (, They somehow managed to fly past it backwards and miss it with about 30 cm to spare, With the car still spinning, Gary was at Iain to get into 1st and get going again, which he did.  After that, SS8 was incident free and they got to the finish.  Time card presented, Marshalls thanked for their time and efforts it was a happy crew who returned for the final time to service.
Service, it has to be said, was an easy day for our service crew of Ian Miller Snr & Stevie Morton, The whole day, all the car needed was tyres swapped over and a bolt check, No repairs required!!  This is a 1st for Ingliston and being Iain’s 1st time at the venue also is pretty good … 

The service area tidy and the car on the trailer, we all emptied our pockets and hoods of rain water and dried off as best we could before heading to prize giving.  We collected our trophies for finishing 3rd in class – very nice, thank you very much!
A big thanks to Ian Miller Snr & Stevie for putting up with the conditions and swapping rubber when required.
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