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Brick and Steel Border Counties Rally Report 2007

Round 2 of the Scottish Rally Championship would see Stevie Brown travel to the Scottish borders to Jedburgh for the Brick and Steel Border Counties Rally. Brown was partnered with a new co-driver for the event, experienced navigator Ian Morrison.

The event would see crews tackle 45 stage miles in the Keilder forests, and Brown had been warned before the start of the event to watch out for Keilder’s infamous ditches by last years early event leader Innes Clark. With classes 1 to 4 running ahead of the main field, Stevie and Ian were running 18th on the road, and determined to take full advantage of the smoother roads.

Ogre Hill would set the second round of the SRC into motion at 7.37 miles. The stage had several surface changes going from very loose ‘marbles’ to very grippy clean roads. “I was really struggling to find a rhythm in there” said Brown. The crew went on to set 32nd fastest time, placing them 4th in class and 32nd overall. 
Stage 2 Redesdale 1 which would be ran again as stage 4 would see the crew tackle the relatively short 3.91 mile stage. Brown and Morrison completed the stage 28th fastest, moving them up 4 places on the overall leader board to 28th. 

At 11.31 miles Simonside would be the longest stage of the day. With a mixture of fast flowing sections and twisty technical sections the Five Mile Garaged backed crew really enjoyed the stage despite braking too late for a chicane. “We misjudges our braking and went into one of the chicanes backwards, other than that it was a really enjoyable stage” explained the Aberdeen driver. Loosing a handful of seconds would see the Vauxhall Nova crew set 27th fastest time, climbing to 26th on the overall results.
Redesdale 2 a repeat of stage 2 would see Brown and Morrison raise their pace setting 18th fastest time. “That stage is quite technical, you have to carry your speed and be neat” said Stevie. 

Now lying 23rd overall going into stage 5, Stevie had decided if the surface was good he would push hard in a bid to climb further up the leader board. The start of stage 5 was ‘as smooth as motorway’ said Stevie, so the 19-year-old driver pushed hard. 
Things were going well for the crew as they stormed through the stage, until the Vauxhall Nova came to grief at around 5 miles into the stage after a long flat out straight. Doing around 125mph Brown hit the brakes too late, carried too much speed and shot off the road into a bog. 6 minutes later, and with the help of a determined group of spectators the Vauxhall Nova was manhandled back onto the road. And to add insult to injury they were then held up by slower cars unable to see them through the thick dust.
“We were flat out in 5th gear doing over 7 thousand revs which in this car is around 125mph. I misjudged the braking and was going about 20mph too quick for the corner. We slid off the road, and were really lucky not to roll or hit anything hard” explained Stevie. 
Now lying in a lowly 38th overall and with one stage remaining Brown and Morrison went on a final push over the 8.89 mile Bellingburn stage. Again having to contend with clouds of dust and catching the car in front Stevie and Ian completed the stage 18th fastest overall and worked their way up to 31st overall and 4th in class. 

“Sure it’s disappointing to have gone off but it’s all part of the learning I suppose. We’ve had a look at the in car and we lost a little over 6 minutes when we went off” explained Brown. “If we hadn’t gone off we would have finished around 17th overall and 3rd in class, but we can only look forward and the Granite should be a good event, where things should hopefully go to plan!”
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