Colin McRae Stages

Deflating final round ends title chance 

The Colin McRae Stages on 29 September provided a dramatic climax to the Scottish Rally Championship, for the Five Mile Garage supported Vauxhall Nova crew of Stevie Brown and Ian Robertson. Heading into the final round of the series the twenty-year-old driver found him self leading the junior championship, and had to beat fellow junior drivers Alasdair Graham and Alick Kerr to clinch the title.

A miserable turn of fortune would however see the Ellon based team struggle throughout the event with problem after problem. Large sharp rocks lined the route of the opening test of the day Griffin, and would see many crews struggle to complete the 12.70 miles stage. Brown and Robertson were among the crews to struggle through the rally opener. “It was within half a mile of the start, we were carrying too much speed though a series of corners and clipped a rock with the back of the car. We had to do the rest of the stage with a rear puncture” explained Brown.

Despite driving for over ten miles with the puncture the crew only lost around one minute and twenty seconds to the early junior leader Escort Mk2 of Alasdair Graham. A second puncture of the day on stage 2 would see the Old Mill Motors crew slip further down the leader board. 

After the main service halt of the day Brown planned a big push on stage 3. At just under ten miles long it offered the crew with an opportunity to claw back time. However a roll early on in the stage ended any hopes of gaining time back. “I was prepared to carry a gear higher than anyone else, normally you can get away with it but a surface change caught us out” explained Stevie.

With the help of spectators the Vauxhall Nova was man handled back to the road and a puncture was changed. “The spectators who helped us out were fantastic, certainly the most helpful I’ve ever come across” said Brown.

Back on the stage the crew took it easy for the first half mile to ensure the car still handled ok, allowing fellow junior driver Alick Kerr to pass. “We followed Alick for the rest of the stage in his Fiesta ST” says Stevie. The crew lost over six minutes with the roll and puncture, and planned a final push over the final test. A broken bottom suspension arm put an end to any final pushes and the crew were forced to nurse the car to the finish. 

“I think we’ve had a championship’s worth of bad luck crammed into this one event” says Brown. He continues. “For sure we were trying hard, and when you’re pushing these things happen. Big congratulations to Alasdair for the junior title win.”  Co-driver Ian Robertson said at the rally finish, “In all the years I’ve been rallying I’ve never had so many punctures, it’s been very frustrating, because we’ve had the speed all day just not the luck”.

As the Colin McRae Stages brought the Scottish Rally Championship to a close the memory of the great man himself was clearly on everyone’s mind. “It’s been a difficult event because of all the problems, but made even harder due to the circumstances” said Brown. The Ellon rally driver will head to the Scottish Rally Championship awards presentation in November as the 1600 Scottish Rally Champion, a fantastic achievement in his first full championship assault.  
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