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29 May 2007 

Flying high on Jim Clark Rally
On the 27th of May Ellon rally driver Stevie Brown travelled to the Scottish borders for the 4th round of the Scottish Rally Championship. The event which marked the half way point in the championship also saw a change in surface to asphalt, as over 100 competitors tackled the only rally on the British mainland to take place on entirely closed public roads.

19 year-old Stevie started the high speed event with an aim to push hard to maintain his class 4 lead, alongside experienced Elgin co-drive Ian Morrison. With the first special stage cancelled due to an earlier accident Brown and Morrison headed to the second stage Blackadder at 11.54 miles. Despite driving the start of the stage with the drivers door open, the Vauxhall Nova crew completed the stage in 11 minutes averaging over a mile a minute. At the end of the stage Brown was not happy, “The car felt really nervous at the start of the stage, I think it was just because the tyers were cold. I wasn’t committed enough in the fast sections, we were just dithering about in some places.” Despite being clearly disappointed with his performance Brown and Morrison were lying 33rd overall. 

The next stage would see crews tackle the infamous Swinton Cross roads on one of the fastest stages on the Scottish Rally Championship calendar. With the disappointment of the opening stage Brown set out to push hard over the 9.88 miles stage. With the car beginning to suffer from fuel starvation Brown perhaps pushed a little too hard over a section of jumps winding co-driver Morrison. “We took a jump flat in 5th which we shouldn’t have, and the car had a heavy landing which winded Ian” explained Brown. After the stage at the service area it was revealed that the sidewalls on the tyres had been pinched due to the heavy landing on the jump. “I was half expecting to see the strut pop up through the bonnet” laughed Stevie. 

After the main service halt the crews headed to complete the same loop of stages, this time with 9 mile Eccles running after the earlier accident had been cleared. Brown and Morrison were pushing hard through the stage having a moment through a farm yard. An overshoot at a junction lost them time, which Brown put down to the ‘bloody gearbox’. “We were flat out in 5th gear for a long time, and when we started braking for the junction 9R we couldn’t get 2nd gear, and had an overshoot” said Stevie. 

The Five Mile Garage backed crew headed for their second run over the 11.54 mile Blackadder stage. Despite another overshoot at the beginning of the stage Brown and Morrison went on to complete the stage 16 seconds faster than their first run. Although Stevie did have one scare, “there was a concrete section in that stage which was flat in 5th the whole way. We hit a bump and something fell at my feet. At first I thought it was the ECU for the power steering which was a bit worrying, but it turned out just to be the fuse box cover!”

As the crew headed into the final stage of the day Swinton 2, Stevie had decided to slow down for the jumps to preserve the car. Yet another overshoot trying to find a gear lost the crew further time as they went on to complete the stage 30th fastest overall, finishing the rally 28th overall and 3rd in class. 
At the end of the rally Stevie had a special thank you to regular Scottish rally Championship contender Stewart Davidson and his father Bill. “Just as we were loading the car up on Friday night we discovered that one of the rear shock absorbers had burst. We phoned Stewart who said we could borrow a set off of his car, his dad Bill took them off for us. So we really couldn’t have done the event without them!” As Brown and Morrison partnered up for the second time this season, Stevie explained having Ian on board was great. “Ian never missed a note the whole rally, which means I have the confidence to carry the speed in the high speed sections. His experience definitely helped me today.”

As the Scottish Rally Championship heads to Dumfries for round 5, Stevie remains in pole position in the overall class 4 championship battle.      
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