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9 September 2007
Giant killing performance for young driver 
Scottish Rally Championship contender Stevie Brown boosted his championship hopes by finishing last weekends Merrick Stages an impressive 14th overall, first in class four and first two wheel drive car. The penultimate round of the championship saw the Five Mile Garage backed driver travel to the Scottish borders to Newton Stewart for the fastest rally in the season calendar.
The Vauxhall Nova crew of Ellon’s Stevie Brown and Elgin’s Ian Morrison planned to start the event pushing, and with the opening stage being the longest in the event at 16 miles the crew couldn’t afford to take it easy. A clean run through the stage awarded the underpowered Vauxhall 19th fastest. “We had a nice neat run through that stage” explained Stevie. He continues, “The car was struggling a little though, we just don’t have the power we would like.” 

Stage two would see a dramatic surface change which nearly ended the twenty year olds event. “I miss-judged the grip level at the beginning of the stage and we were off the road, then later in the stage we carried too much speed into a 7 left and we hit a big rock with the back of the car which punctured the tyre.” Despite driving as Brown explained at the end of the stage as ‘ragged’ the crew completed the stage 19th fastest placing them in 17th on the overall leader board. 

On stage three the lack of power was evident as the crew completed the stage 26th fastest, not helped by a error mid stage. “I miss heard a note and overshot a hairpin” said Stevie. “We probably didn’t loose much time but the stage was really quick and we were struggling on some of the longer straights.” 

Going into stage four the 1600 Vauxhall Nova crew had climbed their way up to 16th overall, and were hoping the 4.50 mile stage would give them an opportunity to climb further up the leader board. A late push on the second half of the stage would see the crew complete the stage 16th fastest and move them up a place to 15th overall. “The start of the stage was very loose and was difficult to get the car to flow. We were going a little better on the second half of the stage though” said Brown. 

The final stage of the rally would see crews complete the 14 mile Glentrool stage before heading to the finish at Newton Stewart. Brown and Morrison were leading the two wheel drives comfortably and the team advised it may be safer to slow the pace slightly to ensure a finish. Brown however opted to remain at the pace he had maintained throughout the rally, “we didn’t want to slow down because that’s when you start to make mistakes” explained Stevie. 
The crew negotiated the 14 mile stage an impressive 12th fastest moving them up to 14th on the overall leader board. “We really enjoyed the last stage, especially the really fast bit over the jumps” said Brown. As the crew made their way back to the finish they were first two wheel drive car, first in class and first junior, a remarkable result for Brown on his debut championship season. 
As the championship moves to Perth for the final round of the season Brown remains uncertain if he will be able to compete due to a lack of budget.  “For sure we would like to do the McRae Stages but at the moment we just don’t have the budget” explained Stevie. The giant killing performance of last weekend has however underlined the significant potential of the young driver.
Contacts

Official Web site 


www.steviebrown.co.uk  

Stevie Brown


077 86 86 34 05

Official Event website 

www.merrickstages.co.uk 
Official Championship website 
www.scottishrallychampionship.co.uk 

