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2 July 2007
Rookie driver fights with problems on event debut 
The RSAC Scottish Rally, round 5 of the Scottish Rally Championship would mark the first non-finish for young rookie driver Stevie Brown. Much like the weather leading up to and during the event Stevie summarised the event as ‘miserable’. 

Partnered with experienced co-driver Ian Morrison, the pair were hoping to repeat their previous string of strong results at the event held in Dumfries. With heavy rain leading up to the event it made the first stage very slippy forcing Brown and Morrison to drive cautiously through the 4.90 mile stage. “We just had to drive the last bit of that stage, it was really frustrating as it felt like we were loosing time” explained Brown at the stage finish. 

Going into the second stage Stevie and Ian were planning on a push being only a handful of seconds behind early class leader George McDonald. The young driver pushed hard through the stage until around half way into the stage the crew lost 4th gear. “We were going up through the gears after a hairpin and when I went to select 4th there was nothing there. We struggled to the end of the stage and hoped the service team could find the problem at service” explained Stevie. 

At the twenty minute service the service team worked flat out to try and solve the problem but with time fast running out they decided to leave the gear box in the car for the next two stages and change it at the next service stop. Stage 3 would see Brown and Morrison finish just one second slower than class leader McDonald in his Super 1600 Opel Corsa JWRC. 

Despite the lack of gears Brown and Morrison struggled through stage 4 to set 36th fastest time. “That stage was really hard work” explained Brown. He continues,” for a lot of the time 3rd was to low of a gear and 5th was too high. We carried a bit too much speed on a right 7 and were in a ditch for a few seconds, but we’ve made it to the end of the stage, so hopefully the service team can get the gearbox changed.”

At the 30 minute service halt the team changed the gearbox in 15 minutes. “People often forget that rallying is a team sport and when the guys change a gearbox that quick you appreciate what a good team you have around you” said Stevie. With the new gearbox fitted Stevie and Ian set out to take back 3rd in class from Stewart Davidson. 

On the 0.79mile Heathhall stage Brown completed the stage 1 second faster narrowing the gap to 10 seconds. With only 13.74 miles remaining Brown and Morrison headed into the final stage pushing hard. As the crew entered a 6 right at around the half way point in the stage the front passenger side bottom ball joint broke, putting the Vauxhall Nova crew out of the rally. “Sure it’s disappointing not to have finished the rally, especially with all of the problems we had earlier today, but at the end of the day that’s the nature of the sport, occasionally things do go wrong.” 

While it may not be the way the Five Mile Garage backed driver wanted to start the one month summer break Stevie says he can still take some positive away from the event. “I’m pleased enough with our times considering we had lost 20% of the gears for most of the stages. We can learn from this rally and improve for the next round.” 

After a one month summer break in July the Scottish Rally Championship will travel to Elgin for round 6, The Speyside Stages. “I’ve done the Speyside before, so am looking forward to it” said Stevie. 
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