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Snowman Rally 2007

Round 1 of the Scottish Rally Championship

30th Overall 3rd In class 4

Winner of highest placed GM car award
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Snowman Rally Report 2007 
LAST weekends Snowman Rally marked the beginning of Stevie Browns Scottish Rally Championship campaign. The 19 year-old driver made his return to gravel after a six month break and commented it was more difficult than he remembered. “On the first stage we were going down a kilometre long straight in 5th gear and at no point was the car actually going in a straight line” said Brown. 

The Inverness based event would see 110 crews start the 5 stage 45 mile event, and with ice and snow which had littered the stages in the previous week gone, the speeds were set to be high. SS1 Millbuie set the event into motion, at 8.18 miles long consisting of very long straights, 90 degree corners and a handful of chicanes. Brown and Robertson drove the stage cautiously, setting 46th fastest time, 30 seconds slower than class leader George McDonald in his ex- Kris Meeke Super 1600 Corsa. Stevie later said, “The straights were very slippy, but the braking zones were very grippy. We were too slow in there, we need to brake later.” 
Special Stage 2, Meall Mhor, a 7.74 mile blast on very wide flowing roads would see Stevie raise the pace, or at least that was the plan. “Just as we drove off the start line it started to rain. The rain got really heavy for a while and we couldn’t really see very much” explained Brown. Despite the poor visibility and the slippy conditions Stevie and Ian were now lying 40th overall and 4th in class.

At 4.31 miles SS3, Corrimony was the shortest of the rally. Getting used to the gravel surface again Brown and Robertson raised the pace setting 2nd fastest class stage time, a mere second slower than class leader McDonald. “We really enjoyed that stage, it was nice and flowing and suited a 2wd car better than this mornings stages” explained Stevie. 

Leading up to the event SS4 Inch Clair had been under scrutiny, as at 14.47 miles long a third of the rally’s distance could be lost if the stage had to be cancelled. Despite delays when a car caught fire, the stage was run successfully, there was however a different problem for Stevie and Ian to face in the stage. “That was one of the roughest stages I have ever seen” commented Stevie. Despite being reduced to simply driving much of the stage in a high gear as the road was so rough, the crew still caught the car in front of them. Brown and Robertson had now climbed up to 34th overall and 4th in class. Third in class seemed to be an unrealistic prospect as over 44 seconds separated Grant and Brown. 
Going into the final stage Glen Urquhart the crew decided to go on a final push. Brown and Roberson went on to complete the stage setting 25th fastest time and 3rd fastest FWD car. George McDonald, who had been leading the class all day retired at the end of SS4 with power steering failure, moving everyone in class 4 up a place. In spite of setting a time 26 seconds faster than 2nd in class man Alex Grant, Brown and Roberson fell short of 2nd by a mere 10 seconds. “Sure its disappointing not to have taken 2nd, but at the end of the day we were here to gain experience and get our confidence back on the loose again” said Stevie at the end of the rally.

Stevie and Ian finished the rally 30th overall and 3rd in class; also wining the highest placed GM car award. “We’ve had a good day, I’ve learnt loads and the only problem with the car has been a burst rear damper” said Stevie. He continues “the service crew have done a fantastic job once again, and it’s worth remembering that without them we wouldn’t have finished at all.” While Stevie also says there’s never a dull moment with co-driver Ian Robertson. “Ian’s usually always on the ball, and even when the start marshal kept our road book he still managed to get us to the first stage before the chase car could drop it off with us again. He’s not only good on the notes while your in the stage, but keeps up moral when on the road sections and in the service area.” 

The team’s next outing will be round 2 of the Scottish Rally Championship, the Border Counties Rally on the 24th March and with the 2 wheel drive cars at the front of the field Stevie will be keen to take advantage of the smooth roads as he continues his championship battle.  
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