28 January 2008 

BROWN MAKES FIESTA DEBUT 

Ellon rally driver Stevie Brown made a promising debut in last weekends Mull Forest Stages as he drove his new Ford Fiesta ST for the first time, going on to finish 10th overall. 

The twenty-year-old driver faced torrential rain storms throughout the event as he and co-driver Duncan Brown (no relation) negotiated the 45 stage mile route. Having to contend with treacherously slippy conditions made the challenge of learning a new car even more difficult explains Stevie. “Over the first few stages we were really cautious, as the surface wasn’t that good, but as the day went on we were getting more comfortable with the car.” 

After the main service halt of the day Stevie increased his pace over the last four stages, going on to set 6th fastest stage time on the final test of the day. The winner of the Colin McRae tribute award explained it had been a difficult event. 

“We knew we had to bring the car back in one piece as we are going to Norway in February, so we were never really pushing that hard, especially as I’m still learning about the car.”

Stevie continues, “We came here with the objective of getting a finish and gaining miles in the car, we’ve achieved that and set a few good times. I know there is still more speed to come from myself and the car. The first signs are good, and going to John Hauglands in Norway will be a huge help for sure”.  

Duncan Brown, a previous British Rally Championship co-driver has sat with some of the best drivers in the UK, and says the team achieved everything they had set out to accomplish on the first outing in the car. “It was a nice and safe debut; we weren’t taking any risks and were still able to set some good times. There is definitely plenty of promise for the future!” 

Note to editors:

Stevie will go to Norway as part of his The John Easson Scholarship prize, a trip worth £3,000. He will receive tuition with ex-World Rally Championship driver John Haugland, known world wide for his teaching methods.

Stevie was awarded the Colin McRae Tribute Award, “If in doubt…flat out” donated to the Scottish Rally Championship by the McRae family. Colin was Stevie’s hero, and says it was a huge honour to be selected as the recipient of this award. 
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