Tony Marsh – The great all-rounder – In and out of motorsport

Tony Marsh’s life reads like a dream come true for any sportsman. By his own admission Tony was born into a wealthy family and embarked on a lifetime of sporting activities.

This autobiography details Tony’s many sporting accomplishments, which apart from his well known speed event activities covers racing to Grand Prix level, driving a Lotus Elite at Le Mans, trialling, and auotests, but also sailing, ski bobbing, shooting, flying and even hydroplane racing! 

Most speed event enthusiasts will be aware of Tony’s unmatched six British Hillclimb Championships, but how many realise this man drove in Grand Prix alongside Fangio, Moss, Hawthorn and Collins? Tony must surely, with the exception of Moss, be the only Grand Prix driver from that era still competing competitively. 

The joy of the book is in Tony’s recollections. He writes of carrying out welding repairs on behalf of John Cooper in the Grand Prix paddock at Aintree in 1957, and then talks of building his own car at the Cooper works in Surbiton. Next time you attend the British Grand Prix, ask Jenson Button how his carbon fibre skills are coming on….

Tony recalls in detail his own motor racing alongside many famous drivers, but other privateers such as Jack Lewis, Leslie Marr, and Horace Gould are not forgotten: the “Book of Grand Prix Privateers” is long overdue! 

The final three of Tony’s British Hillclimb Championships were achieved in the Marsh Special, a car that can still be seen competing with its owner/driver/constructor on board. The pressures of maintaining competitive spirit took their toll by 1967, and Tony devoted the following years to sailing in the summer, and ski bobbing in the winter, before returning to speed events in the late 1980’s, initially with a rejuvenated Marsh Special, and then a succession of well known cars such as the Rovercraft, Toleman, Roman and more recently the two Goulds. It is moving to read of Tony’s respect for the Law brothers, and after Simon’s tragic accident at Brighton, pleasing to hear how the Rovercraft spirit lives on in Tony’s GTD 40.

Tony Marsh has a close affinity with Gurston Down, being involved with the design of what he regards as his local hill. Tony’s writings are almost a history of both Gurston and the British Sprint Championship during the 1990’s, and there is much of interest here for latter-day spectators and competitors.

The book is completed by a well-chosen set of photographs, with a poignant shot of Mike Hawthorn attending the Ken Wharton memorial trials in 1958, being among the highlights. Hillclimbing in grand style is also illustrated with a shot of the Marsh special onboard Tony’s father’s yacht as deck cargo, on its way to Bouley Bay.

Tony writes his story modestly and with gentle humour. The only criticism that can be made is that it would be nice to take the story right up to date and include Tony’s exploits with the Gould GR55: perhaps for the second edition?
Andrew Macdonald

29th January 2007.

